This Week's Worship – Change, All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day
This week's worship focused on the theme of Change, linking to our Gospel reading from Luke 19:1–10, alongside
our celebrations of All Saints’ Day, Saint Brendan and All Souls’ Day.
Our Gospel reading told the story of Zacchaeus, a tax collector whose life changed after meeting Jesus.
Although others judged him because of his past, Jesus welcomed him with love and mercy. Children explored
how Zacchaeus showed true change through his actions, reminding us that it is never too late to make better
choices and become more like Jesus.
We also celebrated All Saints’ Day (1st November), remembering the saints who are in Heaven with God. We
reflected on how saints were ordinary people who showed extraordinary faith, kindness and love, and how we
are all called to follow their example.
We learnt about Saint Brendan the Navigator, our school saint, who showed great courage and trust in God
during his journeys across the sea. His story reminded children of the importance of being brave, persevering
when things are difficult and trusting God to guide us.
Finally, we explored All Souls’ Day (2nd November), a special time when Catholics remember and pray for those
who have died, especially family members, friends and loved ones. Children reflected on the importance of
remembering those we love, being thankful for happy memories and trusting in God's promise of eternal life.
Throughout our worship, we discussed how these celebrations and stories connect to our theme of change. Just
as Zacchaeus changed his life after meeting Jesus, and the saints chose to live with faith and love, we too can
make positive changes through our words, actions and choices.
Our key message was that we are all called to grow and change for the better, following the example of Jesus
and the saints by showing courage, kindness, forgiveness and love.
Children were encouraged to put this into practice throughout the week by making one positive change in their
lives, following Saint Brendan's example of courage and faith, and remembering others with love and
compassion.
Mrs Ngwerume's Class Swimming every Friday
School dinner's booked every week by Wednesday for following week
Friday 6
 November- School Photos
th
Thursday 19
 Novermber- Year 6 Class assembly (this was put in the calendar twice)
th
Odd Socks Day - Monday 9
 November
th
Friday 16
 November- PudseyRun
th
At break and lunchtime, children can also be recognised for living out St
Brendan’s Way. Blue wristbands will celebrate kindness,
Green wristbands will celebrate respect.
Calling All St Brendan’s Parents and Families!
 
Do you have a younger child due to start school in September 2027? Or do you know a family
who is beginning their school journey?
We would love to welcome you to our upcoming Open Morning and Open Evening at St
Brendan’s Catholic Primary School!
As part of our St Brendan’s family, you already know what makes our school such a special
place. Every child is known, valued and encouraged to flourish in a community full of faith,
kindness, ambition and joy.
If you have a younger child preparing for Reception, or know someone looking for the right
school, please help us spread the word!
 
📅
 Open M
orning
Saturday 14th November | 9:30am–10:30am
📅
 Open Evening
Wednesday 2nd December | 6:00pm–7:00pm
🏫
 Daily Tours
Available throughout the term with, Miss Lenton.
We would be so grateful if you could share these dates with friends, family and anyone in our
local community who may be looking for a school place for September 2027.
Book a place or arrange a personal 1:1 tour:
📞
 Telephone: 01536 202491
📧
 Email: Office@cbr.olicat.uk
St Brendan’s – a place to belong, to believe, to be kind, to achieve and to become.
Thank you for being part of our wonderful school family and for helping us welcome the next
generation of St Brendan’s children!
 

Week ahead for W/C 2nd November
Virtue- Love ofLearning
Morning Drop off
Firstly, we would like to thank all our families for their support and cooperation with our new morning drop-off arrangements since their introduction at the start of this week. We appreciate your efforts in helping us make the morning transition smoother and ensuring children have a calm and positive start to their school day.
We would also like to take this opportunity to clarify an important point regarding punctuality. =
Morning Drop-Off Times:
8.35am: Pedestrian gates open.
8.40am: Classroom doors open.
8.50am: Classroom doors  close promptly.
Please remember that all children must be inside their classroom by 8.50am to be registered as on time.
Entering the pedestrian gates before 8.50am does not mean your child is on time. If your child enters their classroom or the school building after 8.50am, they will be registered as late, even if they have already entered through the pedestrian gates before this time.
Children arriving after 8.50am must enter through the main school reception, as classroom entrance doors will no longer be accessible. We kindly ask all families to allow sufficient time to walk from the pedestrian gates to their child's classroom entrance before 8.50am. The main gates are open from 8:35am to allow time to walk round.l
	This week we will be selling poppies and a selection of
Remembrance Day items in school to support the Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal.
Remembrance Day is a special time when we come together to remember and honour the brave men and women who have served and sacrificed their lives for our country.
The Royal British Legion is a charity that supports serving members of the Armed Forces, veterans and their families. Money raised through the Poppy Appeal helps provide vital care, financial assistance and emotional support to those who have served our country and their loved ones. Items available to purchase:
Paper Poppies – 50p each
Snapbands – £2.00 each
Bracelets – £2.00 each
Key Chains – £1.00 each
Children are welcome to bring money if they would like to purchase any of these items and support this important cause. By wearing a poppy, we show our respect, gratitude and remembrance for those who have served and sacrificed so much. Thank you for your kindness and generosity in supporting the Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal.
We will remember them.


	Certificates awarded w/c 5th September celebrated children who demonstrated our St Brendan’s Way focus, Be Kind, alongside our Superstar Learners, who have shown a fantastic attitude towards their learning. We also celebrated children who demonstrated our virtue of the week, Love of Learning.
St Brendan’s Way- Be Kind
Class- Year 6 - Ewurama	Superstar Learner
Class- Year 5 - Pola
Class-Year 5 and 6 - Rania	Class- Year 6 - Henry
Class- Year 5 - Ella Co
Class- Year 4 - River
Class-Year 5 and 6 - Ella Ch
Class- Year 3 - Jake
Class- Year 4 - Kobi
Class- Year 3 and 4 - Mila R
Class- Year 3 - Robyn T
Class- Year 2 - Eadie
Class- Year 3 and 4 - Savi Class- Year 1 and 2 - Nadia	Class- Year 2 - Flynn
Class- Year 1 - Mason	Class- Year 1 and 2 - Timur
Class- Year 1 - Ronan Virtue- Love of Learning
Class- Year 6 - Isabella
Class- Year 5 - David
Class-Year 5 and 6 - Austin
Class- Year 4 - Esme
Class- Year 3 - Medeea
Class- Year 3 and 4 - Adlei-Rei
Class- Year 2 - Akinwale
Class- Year 1 and 2 - Oscar
Class- Year 1 - Archie


[image: ][image: ][image: ]Thank you once again for your continued support, understanding and cooperation as we embed these new arrangements. Your support makes a real difference in helping all children begin their school day positively and promptly.
Breakfast and Afterschool Club – Changes to Access Arrangements
A letter has been shared with parents and carers outlining important changes to Breakfast and Afterschool Club drop-off and collection arrangements, effective from Monday 9th November. These changes will ensure families can access the school site safely outside normal office hours. Please take a moment to read the letter and familiarise yourselves with the new arrangements.
Winter wear!
As we move further into November, we are beginning to experience colder temperatures and increasingly changeable weather. We kindly ask all parents and carers to ensure that children come to school each day with a suitable, warm winter coat.
Children spend time outdoors throughout the school day, including at breaktimes and lunchtimes, so it is important that they are dressed appropriately for the weather. We also encourage children to bring warm accessories such as hats, gloves and scarves, particularly as temperatures continue to drop.
As the weather can change considerably throughout the day, please ensure your child has a coat in school every day, even if the morning seems mild.
We also ask that all coats, hats, gloves and scarves are clearly labelled with your child's name. This will help us return misplaced items quickly and reduce the amount of lost property.
Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep all our children warm, comfortable and ready to enjoy their school day!
	BBC Children in Need – runPudsey! 🏃‍♀️🏃‍♂️
We are excited to announce that, to celebrate BBC Children in Need on Friday 13th November, St Brendan’s will be taking part in runPudsey!
What is runPudsey?
runPudsey is a fun and active fundraising event that encourages children to get moving while raising money for BBC Children in Need. All classes will take part in a range of physical activities and challenges, helping to make a difference to children and young people across the UK.
[image: ]How can your child get involved?
We would love as many children as possible to get involved in fundraising! Parents and carers can now register their child using our school's dedicated registration page and unique school code.
🌐 Register here: St Brendan’s runPudsey Page      https://www.runpudsey.co.uk/school/st-brendanscatholic-primary-school 
🔑 School Registration Code: 0E02
Once registered, your child will receive their own fundraising page, which can be shared with family and friends to collect donations and sponsorship.
Please remember that all children will take part in our runPudsey activities, whether they are registered for fundraising or not. Fundraising is entirely optional, and everyone will be included in the fun!
What should children wear?
On Friday 13th November, children are invited to come to school wearing their PE kit so they are ready to get active and enjoy the challenges.
What about medals? 
The runPudsey team will arrange for medals to be sent directly to school for eligible participants. These will be presented as part of a special celebration of the children's achievements. Please note that medals cannot be sent to individual home addresses.
We are really looking forward to coming together as a school community, having lots of fun and supporting such a worthwhile cause!
 Thank you for your support – let's get moving for Children in Need![image: ]


[image: ]
Anti-Bullying Week will take place from Monday 16th November to Friday 20th November 2026. Promoting kindness, respect,
inclusion and positive relationships is something we focus on throughout the year, not just during Anti-Bullying Week. However, this
week helps to raise the profile of these important messages and provides a chance to further highlight the importance of
celebrating our differences, treating everyone fairly and standing together against bullying.
This year's theme is "Break the Silence", encouraging children to speak up, show kindness and support one another.
# 
Odd Socks Day – Monday 16th November 2026
To mark the start of Anti-Bullying Week, we are inviting all children to come to school wearing odd socks on Monday 16th
November! Children can wear two different socks – the brighter, funnier and more colourful, the better!
Odd Socks Day is a fun way to celebrate what makes each of us unique and remind everyone that it's okay to be different!
There is no need to buy anything new. Simply choose two different socks from home and wear them proudly!
Throughout Anti-Bullying Week, we will continue to encourage children to think about friendship, kindness, respect and how we can
work together to make our school a happy and safe place for everyone.

This week, parents and carers will receive an individual attendance overview for their child, showing their
attendance from September 2026 to the present day. We will also be sharing information about the
importance of regular school attendance, how missed days can affect learning, and further details about our
school attendance policy, including the support available to families.
Regular attendance is essential in helping children achieve their full potential, build friendships, develop
confidence and make good progress in their learning.
The Department for Education (DfE) highlights that regular school attendance is essential for children's
“attainment, wellbeing, and wider life chances.”
We recognise that, at times, children may be unwell or families may face circumstances that make attending
sch
ool difficult. We are also mindful that, at this early stage of the academic year, even a small number of
absences can have a greater impact on overall attendance percentages, as fewer school days have taken
place. As the year progresses, these percentages may change, and we encourage families to view the
information in this context.
Our approach is always to work sensitively and supportively with families, recognising individual
circumstances and helping to overcome any barriers to attendance.
Our aim is not simply to improve attendance figures, but to ensure every child feels happy, supported and
able to attend school regularly. By working together, we can give every child the best possible opportunity to
succeed.

 
St Brendan’s Sharing Shed – Supporting Our School Community
A reminder that our Sharing Shed is located on the school playground
and is available for families to access every school day between 8:35am
and 8:50am, as well as after school.
The shed has been organised to make it easier to find what you need,
with uniform sorted into different items and sizes clearly labelled. There
is a selection of school uniform and winter coats available for families.
All parents and carers are welcome to enter the shed and take any items
they need. We simply ask that everyone helps keep it tidy and organised
for others.
Please note that, due to the windy weather, the doors will be kept closed
but are not locked, so please feel free to open them and enter.
Donations Welcome!
If you have any good-quality school uniform or winter coats that your
children have outgrown, we would be grateful for your donations. Please
bring these to the school office, where they can be organised and added
to the shed.
A huge thank you to everyone who has already donated. Your generosity
makes a real difference to our school community and helps us support
one another!

[image: ]
	Over the years, Friends of St Brendan’s has made a wonderful contribution to our school community. Thanks to the generosity, enthusiasm and hard work of parents, carers and volunteers, the group has helped provide a wide range of experiences, opportunities and resources for our children.
Creating Special Memories
Friends of St Brendan’s has organised and supported exciting events including:
School discos – giving children the opportunity to have fun, celebrate and enjoy time with their friends.
Christmas Fayres – bringing families, staff and the wider community together to celebrate and raise funds.
Raffles and the Pro Strike football fundraiser – providing enjoyable ways for families to get involved while raising valuable funds.
A pantomime experience – bringing the magic of theatre and entertainment to our children.
A visit from a Gladiator – providing a memorable and exciting experience for pupils.
Christmas selection boxes – adding a little extra festive magic and ensuring children feel special at Christmas.
Supporting Children at Important Milestones
Friends of St Brendan’s has also helped make important moments in children's school journeys even more special: Year 6 leavers' hoodies – giving our oldest pupils a lasting keepsake of their time at St Brendan’s.
SATs breakfasts – providing encouragement, reassurance and a positive start to the day during an important week.
Book bags for Reception pupils – helping our youngest children feel welcomed and ready to begin their school journey.
Improving Everyday School Life
Alongside these memorable experiences, Friends of St Brendan’s has contributed practical resources that benefit children and families:
Bean bags for classrooms – helping create comfortable, welcoming spaces where children can relax and enjoy reading and learning. The uniform shed – supporting families by making pre-loved school uniform available, helping reduce costs and encouraging reuse.
Why Does This Matter?
These contributions might seem like individual events, gifts or resources, but together they make a significant difference.
They help children feel included, celebrated and valued. They create experiences that children will remember, support families, enhance the school environment and strengthen the sense of community that makes St Brendan’s special.
None of this happens without people giving their time, sharing their ideas and working together. This is why we are so keen to relaunch Friends of St Brendan’s.
We want to build on these achievements, bring new parents and carers together and continue creating wonderful opportunities for our children.
Could You Be Part of the Next Chapter?
Whether you would like to become a committee member, help organise activities or simply offer an hour of your time at an occasional event, we would love your support.
We know that not everyone can commit to attending regular meetings, which is why we are also creating a Friends of St Brendan’s Events Volunteer List. Parents and carers can add their names to this list and be contacted when help is needed for events throughout the year. There is no obligation to help every time – you can simply volunteer when it suits you.
A successful Friends of St Brendan’s doesn't depend on a small group of people doing everything. It depends on lots of people doing a little, whenever they can.
Please join us for our relaunch AGM on Tuesday 17th November at 5:30pm.
Together, we can continue to make St Brendan’s an even more special place for our children. +
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