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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Statement


At St. Brendan’s Catholic Primary School we recognise that the personal development of pupils, spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, plays a significant part in the ability to learn and achieve. We therefore aim to provide an education which gives pupils opportunities to explore and develop their own values and beliefs; spiritual awareness; high standards of personal behaviour; a positive, caring attitude towards other people; an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of all cultures. 

All curriculum areas have a contribution to make to the child’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and opportunities for this will be planned in each of the curriculum areas. 

All adults model and promote expected behaviour, treating all people as unique and valuable individuals and showing respect for pupils and their families, in line with our school mission statement, ‘ Always treat others as you would like them to treat you’

The school community is a place where pupils can find acceptance for themselves as unique individuals and where forgiveness and the opportunity to start again is fundamental to the ethos of the school. 

Pupils learn to differentiate between right and wrong in as far as how their actions affect other people. They are encouraged to value themselves and others.

Pupils understand the need for rules and the need to abide by rules for the good of everyone. School and classroom rules reflect, reiterate, promote and reward acceptable behaviour and provide opportunities to celebrate pupils work and achievements. 

Spiritual Development
As a school we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Respect themselves and others
· Hold a set of values, beliefs and principles
· Show empathy towards others
· Reflect on their lives 
· Are creative thinkers
· Show resilience, persistence and courage
· Relish and enjoy challenge
· Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life

Moral Development
As a school we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Know right from wrong
· Confidently uphold their values and principles
· Reflect on consequences
· Confidently express views
· Make rational judgments
· Respect others
· Relishes the chance to explore other cultures
· Show respect for the environment
· Willing to review and alter their views and values


Social Development
As a school we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Present with appropriate behaviour
· Relate well to others
· Cooperate and work well as a team
· Resolve conflicts 
· Make a contribution to society
· Sensitively challenge the opinions of others
· Exercise their responsibilities
· Appropriate and sensitive behaviour


Cultural Development

As a school we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Understand their own culture and beliefs and what has shaped them
· Respect and appreciate the cultures of others
· Learn from other cultures
· Enjoy cultural experiences
· Are open to new ideas and beliefs
· Recognise the value and richness of cultural diversity in Britain 

Class discussions and PSHE lessons will give pupils opportunities to:
· Talk about personal experiences and feelings.
· Express and clarify their own ideas and beliefs.
· Speak about difficult events, e.g. bullying, death etc.
· Share thoughts and feelings with other people.
· Explore relationships with friends/family/others.
· Consider others needs and behaviours.
· Show empathy.
· Develop self-esteem and a respect for others.
· Develop a sense of belonging.
· Develop the skills and attitudes that enable pupils to develop spiritually, morally, socially and culturally – e.g. empathy, respect, open mindedness, sensitivity, critical awareness, etc. 

Our curriculum provides opportunities to: 
· Listen and talk to each other.
· Learn an awareness of treating all as equals, and accepting people who are physically or mentally different. 
· Agree and disagree
· Take turns and share equipment.
· Work co-operatively and collaboratively. 

Links with the wider community
· Visitors are welcomed into our school
· The development of a strong home-school link is regarded as very important by all staff, enabling parent’s and staff to work in an effective partnership to support all pupils. 
· Pupils are taught to appreciate their local environment and to develop a sense of responsibility to it. 



Please refer to the following school policies for further information: 
Spiritual Development Policy
Moral, Social and Cultural Policy  
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